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In ancient times, they say that a phoenix would constantly come out in auspicious time.
"Hou" refers to a male and the "Ou" regards as a female respectively.
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Dragon regards as one of the Four Sacred Beast along with “Kirin” “Tortoise” and “Phoenix”.
During Kamakura period, Dragon was frequently used as design for on armor and weapon
being symbolized power. In Edo period, these sacred beasts were revered as protectors of
deities and Buddhas and have become deeply rooted in the lives of people. The "Dragon of

Menuki" in a worship hall is said “Openwork” crafted with using a single piece of wood.
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Tapir, secret beast will eat nightmares and weapons such as sword and spear; so Tapir is

regarded as a messenger of peace. Tapir’s feature is its curly hair and its ear is small

compared to elephant.
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Originally, dragons were considered “water monsters” living in water. However, they are
also revered spiritual beasts that go up to the sky. Dragons are seen as “rain-calling” divine
beast that call clouds to bring rain. Dragons originate from snakes. After 1,000 years, scales
grow to transform into a dragon. Furthermore, after another 500 years, it grows horns, and

after 1,000 more years, it develops wings.
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In order to make the decoration of the main hall look gorgeous, this type of brocade patter
is carved on headpiece of the building. Shokko-Nishiki is one of kind of fabric type
originated in Shu of old Chine.

The oldest Nishiki textile has been stored at Horyuji Temple in Nara.

After that, only fabric pattern has been passed down and the pattern has been used in

Nishijin silk fabrics in the modern period.
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There is a legend that when a lion gives birth, three
days later, it kicks its cubs down a deep valley saying
“Senjin no Tani”. Only the cubs that climb back up are
raised by parent lion.

Through this story, we derive the idea of testing one's
child by giving them trials to challenge their abilities, as

well as raising them with strict discipline.
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IrekoBishi-TsunagiMonyou could say “interlocking diamond motif”.
This pattern features multiple diamond shapes nested within each other, creating an
intricate and harmonious design. You can see IrekoBishi-TsunagiMonyou on bars and

crosspieces in the worship hall and the main hall.
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Daryu could say as dragon-like creature and resembles
a crocodile. According to Sino-Japanese Encyclopedia published in Edo period.
Daryu is said to belong dragons and generates rain clouds at time of breathing out
through its mouth. A carving of Daryu theme is very unique.
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Grampus is said as a mythical creature in Japanese tradition and often translated as
Tiger-Fish. That is based on a legendary Chinese creature and its awful, tiger-like nature
as a fish. Shachi is adorned with the roofs of castles as a protective amulet against fire.
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Water Rhino is one of Japanese sacred beasts. Its figure has the body of a deer, a turtle’s

shell on its back and a horn on its forehead.
Water Rhino is literally one of fire protection sculptures.
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Water house is also one of Japanese sacred beasts. It has a

turtle’s shell on its back and live in the sea to protect from fire.



BoHE

AALEE (BERAHET)

ROMERIHE LT S NzRE B
NN TSRS N INGIIE:
FF, BEATBOCTOSARE DXL English
WO FIotk & LRI IEEEC TARK A #0 B 7
TNDEHIT) EEBICMUET, ERIFMAT
RENTHDZ &b AMEE > TBIEET,

ENE TBHIERE - 520555517, %25
ZENRDHDHNH 5 HEDH, T ~KHEND L]
LML TESTOEET, 5 ARICERBRTARS L. EAITTICWT BB
CITEREFE T HREETIZ/Z2V, HEHE L TRV tmlET,

RBIXS B, HBOSKCRA EEZANTT TR TR MITFoET, (REEA)
BRI (AE D ZZNCENEN] LGP DIEERTTCR-> TS &, ZANRS
TRET, BAR. WAEY [EEE] ZBERICET [ZREHRDIZEEOM L 2R
Do HEHICEE L 13 % ICBRTIERLCR 5 Th 5 5, BRI OB 2 B0 4 )
L7 EPEVWVELTESTITEXET., (EmiHA)

ENT AR EOVDW—RBOEMT TKRRNEDZEE] TLT-,

T EIE T O RIEE LR - g UANEO R - B TR 1 LYo ET,
7 LT 3%, BEIIERIL 2 @A e m A R LT T RIS -7 02 & TF,

gl fLICHT 204 AE, HEOIENPE L FIE
S| 0 ROB AR R TE, B R
| SOWTCH2 TR 12 ERWO  Engish
) AFHEL LD LEHELET,
HWOKEL, HISOClzae 5 & LTHEY
[HRE ME A < RIS (L, EEA%e-TL %
e BT A EmE A BER D OIS, % AICES
= o CPOH CH L A, | b BEOEMITMEIC
WS LE L7z, L ZADMER EORNTDLTFIET. Lablhrb0o T
T RIEDIL T, ERNPOLBE LRTIUTENLDIZR D, | LE->TIDEREE
HLEL, \

— . EEEAOE, T AOBETICEEE ORI 2, NED D E O
DEAIZE > TRHEBIRE L E T,




HE1E TR B ARGE L7 b RAUEBE LT 5. 20, Bt bIZmA L
IR T EDME A AL, HOMAE R I BB RVEESLTAH] EmUET,
B, B L R OREEI 2 S0 L RIS % 5 b AT T 2 R LT
WEET, TNEFREEEL KEOF v R LEMEEE . o CHTEERS B
wEEIG LU ET, (EEE)

ZORE, BRI T NI o 25 E@iﬁk 2B HEORWEA L TET,
HERRIC T O N HCEOBE B CEX . B L b0 L BNEE LET,
EEEIEELITIED | %hi%é@éﬁ T T R app—
SEE S RNEE L HEE GRS G R )

TR DB L DI | 1308 (% ORHR
| c) 2 HPELE, Tk, HOWIRHEL 1T F
| T SR RLSHETHD D LD, RERO
| BT L R TSR AL E T,

RS T 1L ELD R % ik 5 W7 R 24T - 72 I,
AT VAN LY oY gl ki P PN 2 o B N RN ]
N v B HELET

BZDOWE &

e —N AN AT L 2 s 5 kG

When returning from the conquest of Korea, Empress Jingi's son, later Emperor Ojin, was
carried on Minister Takenouchi Sukune. This led his half-brothers, Prince Kagosaka and
Prince Oshikuma, to plot for the throne.

Prince Kagosaka performed a divination hunt to predict the success of their revolt but all
of sudden he was attacked by a wild boar and demised and Prince Oshikuma fled to
Sumiyoshi area. Additionally, Azumi no Isora, the sea god, is said to have prostrated before

Minister Takenouchi Sukune and presented the treasure of Rytgu (the dragon palace).
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Peacocks control pests so that they
have been believed to ward off

misfortune and symbolize prosperity.
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Two dragon sculpture caved on bell-shaped window is provided in the north and south
sides of the main hall respectively. Each window’s carving composition is very unique,
say, two tails of two dragons are intertwined and hold each precious gemstone on their
tails. This bell-shaped window is typically seen in temples. However, naturally dragon

sculpture on bell-shaped window is very rare and valuable.
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The lion is said as the king of beasts and Peony is

i compared as the king of flowers. Dangerous bugs are
popping up on lion's body hair. The bugs die when

exposed to night dew. The lion spends the night under the peony for protection.
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Frog-legged carvings are used to reinforce beams.
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In regard with the 18 Arhats drawn by Baisetsu, he replicated the 16 Arhats that Dogen
brought back home to Japan from old China, they say.
Baisetsu's works are beautiful and seem to be added value with his inventive ideas.

Each arhat is having a spirit dwelling in and we gaze on it for the time being. Baisetsu's 18
Arhats had been produced in the end of Edo period based on Kosaiji temple's request in

Kawagoe district.
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Ten reams painting is one of Buddhist paintings. In

the end of Muromachi period, 440 some years ago,

anun from Kumano district walked around to engage
in missionary work with this scroll painting as picture explanation with a mandala.

The picture holding by Eno house was donated to Sogenji temple in Higashi-Matsuyama.
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Baisetsu painted four Shaka's Nirvana pictures. The pictures tell us Shaka reached the
stage 'Nirvana' where earthly desires were totally gone away. All things including people,
animals and plants feel sorrow. Shaka's mother, Maya looking down from heaven tossed a

pouch enclosed medicine, but it was hooked on the Sal tree.
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KEFEEEX (Descent to earth of the grandson of the sun goddess)

FKERMEER & 1, BAMEECR SR TS TR ORThH
5 THEFE ) A, REEKHOMEZ T TRENE B LIz 50
22730 D) (SRR L2 #REE T, BEMF R, RIRM R
bR SROMETHS RS/ A REAT) | &
i 2 IR B i AP o CHEBR L % L7
s T A xR (KE P Tl xR 1)

- 7 M (RAEF THESAELZ S > THRILEFT)

s T AR (REFRITHIY Rz 5l & H L)

- A3l FAO\BEEEVERR)

- A O\RE A E 2R

TAERE DA 2 13 T A T ¢ GO MR T RS P B & 12 ) |
(2O H T A (REFNbRMEGIEH L) Thavsr RO
BFAE A D) ) [7 A 7 2RI (@BEEEOR] L
2 b a (REBFEEERRFCEZA LTEESM) | EbnbivET,

fil A\Bi=£ (Hermit High Priest)

il N - BHEOAIAN E1X, RERFEONH 2 H 2O LR 2
BT 216175 455 L, BERINAR D& L S, il
BT EREARGFIET TFRAL THIALY T AL (240 g,
mL RO EZ RO T NEERRAESE] AW,
FRCETEICEN, BOEAEEEDLANERTZ 8%, 4T L
BALATH S EITBRY £ A, IAD X 5 BRI AR AFE L LT

MbnoHAELH D L5 TT,

%) MA@ LIE, A EEEE2EDbELSETT,



B oS a0 el S
SAREAIE I, BRI L LCEFE SR S A ADTRAORT T,
REEUAMTSROF T T = A AR ISR T, Wi AR, (RN, KEEE
Fi D OTTHEBN, EFZEF, /NPT, IR, SEREET D O AL, X HIckK
HI. FLiN4S1E . 3, B2, TARE S HAEROTAEZIS L £,



220 DR (Festival in Kawagoe)
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Baisetsu painted the 18m long picture scroll in 1826 entitled 'Kawagoe Hikawa festival'
and this picture scroll has been designated as the Saitama prefecture's asset.
Baisetsu's works have draws many people's attention lately.
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ARO S S OB (Diving beast dancing)
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TLEFHEH OARE (Paintings by Baisei)
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Baisetsu had no boy so that he adopted his nephew and named as Baisei. [

YouTube
Baisei succeeded Baisetsu's painting business

Py ] - B0 ) 1 A AR IR B AT /K 2 X (Heavy rain caused Oppe River to overflow)
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The painting of the Oppe River flooding in Akao
village, Iruma is a valuable work and represents

the history of the time for future generations.

The floods caused by the Oppe River's overflow
brought significant damage to the neighbors. By the great flood occurred in 1859, houses,
estates, and farmlands were ruined. Baisei commissioned by Hayashi family of Akao Village
and painted this precious work as a bird's-eye view. It vividly portrays the scene, showing
only the elevated house and land escaping submerge, while the affected residents are seen
on boats loaded with household goods and asking for help.
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Baisei took after Baisetsu’s ability. He
passed away at the age of 33, but he left
many works with using fine and skillful
brushwork. We touch his calm personality
through the god of fortune’s facial

expression.
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